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XVI.—On a new Chinese Owl of the Genus Ketupa. 
By R. Swınnor, H.M. Consul at Ningpo. 


On the 12th of November, while seated at breakfast, a coun- 
tryman walked into the room with a pair of huge dead Owls, 
and put them on the floor before me. They wore the rich buff 
colour and had the general appearance of the Eagle Owl; and 
I took them for that species, until my eye caught the bare feet, 
and I saw that they were of the genus Ketupa. I think this 
grand species well worthy of the name magnifica. 


KETUPA MAGNIFICA, n. sp. 

Bill deep bluish black, lighter at the base, which is con- 
cealed by protruding feathers. Inside of mouth pale yellowish 
flesh-colour. Rim of eyelid deep purplish brown ; iris fine 
orange-yellow. Exposed portion of tarse and toes dingy, with 
a tinge of clay-colour, yellowish on terminal scutes of toes ; 
claws bluish black, fading to light leaden at their bases. 

General plumage rufous buff, and black. Feathers at the 
base of upper mandible of the bill between the eyes pure 
white, ending in black vidrisse ; facial disk rufous, ending 
in the same way; a semicircle at the back of car of small 
white feathers; feathers of the crown black, with broad buff 
margins narrowing to the tips, with occasional spots of the 
same on the black; ear-tufts formed of unequal feathers, 
longest 3} inches. Dorsals black, with broad basal buff mar- 
gins, and a few spots of buff (sometimes of white), increas- 
ing in size and frequency on the scapulars. Rump brownish 
buff, with large spots of black and buff. Tail black, with 
six (including the broader apical) rufous bands. On the 
scapulars and wing-coverts the spots and edgings begin to 
turn into bands, which on the quills are more regular and 
broader, though disconnected by the intervention of the stems 
of the feathers, and not evenly transverse, and the portions 
on the inner webs often brownerin hue.  Axillaries buff, with 
with a few long drops of black. Chin white leading down- 
wards to a large white roundish patch which occupies nearly, 
the whole breast; a wash of buff with dark streaks divides 
the chin from the beast-spot, the feathers of the last being 
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streaked centrally with long black drops bordered with buff. 
The rest of lower parts rufous buff, each feather with a long 
central drop of black, pointed at base and thickening towards 
tip, the feathers on the belly having their buff sides banded 
with a paler hue of their colour, which does not extend across 
their central black. Crissum with narrower strie. Downy 
covering of tarse buff, whitish at back and low down near 
toes. 

The female looks rather larger than its male, and is perhaps 
an inch longer; but I find no appreciable difference in the 
other measurcments. The male has more white behind the ears, 
and a larger white breast-patch ; and its tarse is plumed for 
a greater length; but the fine down with which it is clothed 
seems to wear off. 

Measurements of the female :—Length 25 inches; wing very 
much arched, across are 16°75, pressed flat 173; im rounded 
state 3 inches short of tail-tip; 3rd to 6th primaries equal and 
longest; lst 3-4 shorter than the longest; 2nd 1:2 shorter 
than the same. Tail rounded, of twelve softish hog-backed 
feathers, 9} long; outer °75 shorter than centrals. Tarse 3°3 
long, feathered with down for 2 inches in front, a little lower 
behind, and 4 inch less on sides. Middle toe 1°8, its claw 
l-l; outer toe 1:5, its claw 1:05; inner toe 1-7, its claw 1°35 ; 
hind toe 1:2, its claw 1'1. 

The male has the tarse feathered in front to within ‘75 inch 
of where it meets the toes, at the back to °25. 

Dissection.—Thighs and belly and lower part of sternum 
with thick layers of white fat. Intestines and stomach also 
imbedded in fat. Lobes of liver small and thick. Stomach 
of female heart-shaped, empty ; epithelium thick and rugose, 
and slimed with a dark olive-green juice. Intestines long, 
thick, and white; cæca about 1°50 from rectum, about 3 
inches long, of uniform thickness throughout, and about half 
that of intestine; cloaca globular. A large oblong cluster of 
eggs. 

Stomach of male crammed with bones and other remains of 
fishes, the largest about 4inches long. Proventriculus 14 inch 
long, °75 thick at the chest. Testes 25 long, oval, and orange- 
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yellow. Tongue about ‘8 long, shaped like a broad arrow, 
rounded and split at tip, its back horny, as also edge of front 
half, which is thin and turned up ; central surface velvety and 
thick; back angles edged and dotted with horny papillæ. 
Sternum of female rather longer than that of male, shaped 
much like that of the Harfang or Snowy Owl (Cuv. An. King. 
Lond. 1849, p. 175). 

This species is more nearly related to Ketupa flavipes 
(Uodgs.) than to the other two known species, both in the 
markings of its upper plumage, and in the plumed state of 
its shanks; but it differs from all in its bill and claws being 
black instead of yellowish. The pair were procured on a 
branch of this river, about fifty miles distant to the south-west, 
where the country is mountainous, with dark woody ravines, 
and bush-covered rocks jut out into the water. Freshwater 
crabs and small fish abound ; and I presume it is after these 
they wade with their naked feet and partially exposed legs. 
But the winter is at hand, and the cold has driven the crabs 
into hibernation ; itis, then, on fish that they now chiefly sub- 
sist, as the maw of the male proves. But how can they pro- 
eure them ? Their rough and aculeate soles will hold fish well 
enough, when they have got them between their claws; but 
I do not think so clumsy a foot could catch a darting minnow. 
The head must be immersed for such a purpose, and during 
his search for food the bird must get very wet. Our winter 
evenings are foggy and raw, and Owls’ feathers are difficult 
to dry. Perhaps he contents himself with other food when 
crabs are in bed for the winter, and the time is not propitious 
for fishing ! 

Ningpo, November 28th, 1872. 


XVII.— Ornithological Notes from the Argentine Republic. 
By Wittram Buackstone Ler, B.A. 


From February till July 1871 I was staying at an “ estancia ” 
on the frontier of the Indian territory, about cleven leagues 
from Frayle Muerto and four or five from the small camp- 
village of Saladillo. On landing at Buenos Ayres I found it 


